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Lesson #1 - Series 3 - Stories 1&2 

 

Teaching Outline 

Lesson #1   

Stories in Shadow/ Seed Stories 

Matthew 13; Mark 4; Luke 8 

 

 

Teaching Outline:   

I. 2 Definitions (A Parable/ A Mystery) 

II. 5 Aspects of the Kingdom of Heaven (The Big Picture) 

III. 7 Mysteries of This Age (The Church Age) 

IV. 1 Foundational Parable:  (The Sower and the Seed) 

V. 8 Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven (Aspects of This Age) 

 

Principles for Life Application:   

1. The great principle of spiritual growth:  the rich get richer and the poor get poorer.   

2. Obedience is the opener of eyes! 

3. It is the state in which you come that determines whether you will hear and see.  

4. If you refuse to act upon the truth, it is not your truth.   

5. Each moment the seed is sown is potentially a transformation moment.  

6. The test of genuine salvation is fruit!  
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Lesson #1 

Series 3– Stories 1& 2 

 

Stories in Shadow 

Mark 4:1-34 

 

 
THE MYSTERIES OF THE KINGDOM ARE REVEALED TO THOSE WHO HAVE 

EARS TO HEAR, BUT CONCEALED FROM THOSE WHO REFUSE. 

 

 

Story Outline: 

 
I. Humanity’s demand for physical healing increases Jesus’ popularity 

II. Hidden truths of the mysteries of the kingdom found in Jesus’ parables 

III. Hearers respond differently based on condition of the heart 

 
Life Application Principles: 

 
1. The more urgent matter is always the healing of the heart, not the body. 

2. The mysteries of the kingdom of God are revealed through the word of God and 

the Spirit of God.   

3.  Parables are stories containing hidden truth intended to awaken the heart of 

man in order to see the truth more practically and clearly. 

4. In searching for truth one must think and reason in order to understand and 

apply.   

5. The greater the depth of our knowledge of God, the more responsible we must 

be to do the will of God.   

6. Complacency with God is death to the soul.   

7. The word of God is like a mirror through which we see our true selves. 

8. Real wisdom is investing the rest of our earthly life in study of the scriptures, 

knowing we will never complete the task.   

9. Real wisdom is having a passion and unwavering desire for holiness.   

10. God teaches us his truth gradually as we are able to bear it. 
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Story 2 

Seed Stories 

Mark 4:3-32 

 

 
JESUS TEACHES THROUGH PARABLES TO EXPLAIN THE SECRETS OF THE 

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.  

 
 

Story Outline: 

 

I. Parable of the Sower and the Soils 

II. Parable of the Seed Growing 

III. Parable of the Mustard Seed 

 

 

Life Application Principles: 

 

1. The kingdom of heaven is a real but invisible kingdom from which all of life is 

governed and to which we must all relate. 

2. The moment the seed is being sown is potentially a transformational moment and 

an opportunity to be radically changed by the gospel.   

3. He who acts upon truth will be given more truth, but he who has truth and refuses 

to act upon it, will lose it along with the capacity to receive it.  

4. A seed cannot grow in a calloused, impulsive or divided heart.  

5. Only in a receptive heart, ready to listen and obey, will the seed of the gospel take 

root and grow. 

6. The test of genuine salvation is FRUIT. 

7. Salvation is present when fruit is borne.  

8. God is always working even while we are resting. 

9. The true church will be growing continually in humility and meekness and will 

exhibit a unique power in its witness to society. 

10. A healthy church will be stimulating and even at times irritating to the community 

around it. 

11. The mark of the genuine church is to maintain the unity of the spirit in the bond of 

peace through meekness, humility and love.  
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Name of Jesus 

Devotional Reading 

“JESUS, THE REVEALER OF TRUTH” 

 

I think that one of the most comforting things to learn and understand about Jesus Christ is the 

awesome truth that He KNOWS. Because He was “with God” in the very beginning, even before 

the creation of the world, and He “was God” (John1:1), and since “all things were made through 

Him, and without Him nothing was made” (John 1:3), God in His Holy Word makes it clear that 

Jesus knows EVERY thing there is to know about EVERY thing!! How can He not, since He 

made it all?? As hard as it is for the human mind to fully comprehend, the undeniable truth is that 

there is absolutely nothing in all creation that Jesus does not know and fully understand. There is 

absolutely nothing hidden from His ever-seeing eye and there is absolutely nothing that is 

misinterpreted or misunderstood by His all-wise mind. Unlike you and me, nothing in life ever 

surprises or confounds Him. Therefore, when we have questions about this world, this life, His 

Kingdom or what the future holds, we can ask Jesus and trust that He will REVEAL to us the 

truth. As the writer of Hebrews explains, “long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke 

to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He 

appointed the heir of all things, through Whom He also created the world”(Hebrews 1:1-2). 

Jesus Christ is God’s Word made flesh to be God’s message and messenger to the world in order 

to REVEAL to all mankind the truth about God, His Kingdom and His Son, as well as the truth 

about sin, death, heaven, hell and eternal life.  

I also, find this awesome truth to be one of the most frightening things to learn and understand 

about Jesus Christ, because it means that He knows everything there is to know about me also - 

…the good, the bad and the downright ugly!!! The scriptures declare: “No creature is hidden 

from His sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give an 

account” (Hebrews 4:13). “For He knows the secrets of the heart” (Psalm 44:21).  

“You know when I sit down and 

when I rise up; 

You discern my thoughts from afar, 

You search out my path 

and my lying down 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, Lord, 

You know it all together.” 

(Psalm 139:2-3) 
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As beautiful and comforting and loving as these truths about the Lord are, they also cause me to 

tremble and want to try to hide! Aware that I am full of sin and fall so very short of the glory of 

God, I find these truths convicting. They humble me and bring me to my knees because they tell 

me the truth: I can’t hide anything from the Lord. Every thought, every deed, every cross word 

spoken or unspoken, every complaint, every sigh, every desire, every selfish motive, everything 

and anything that comes into and out of my heart and mind, He KNOWS. Thus, I often find 

myself abased and crying out much like Isaiah when he saw the Lord “Woe is me! I am ruined! 

For I am a man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5).  “But even worse, I am a man with an unclean, 

adulterous heart and an unrighteous, wicked spirit. O Lord, even my best is like filthy rags in 

Your sight! How can I stand in Your presence, much less be worthy of Your acceptance?”  

But this is exactly why Jesus came. Jesus, the God-Man, came to REVEAL, to uncover and 

make known the truth so that we might have life. He came not only to uncover the ugly truth 

about ourselves but also to REVEAL the beauty of Christ and His redeeming grace upon all who 

believe. Jesus Christ came to explain the “mysteries of the Kingdom of God” to us so that we 

might know Him fully as we are fully known and so that we might become all that He created us 

to be . . . children of God, co-heirs with Christ and destined for an eternity in His presence in 

Glory. “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through Him” (John 3:17).  Therefore, since we have been justified by His 

blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of God” (Romans 6:9). “The Spirit 

Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children heirs—heirs of 

God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with Him in order that we may also be 

glorified with Him” (Romans 8:16-17).   

This I find to be exciting and absolutely the best news I have ever heard!! Jesus, the Son of God 

who is the Light of the World came to REVEAL—to uncover and expose—all the darkness, all 

the evil, all the sin and all the wickedness in this world and in us so that we might see the truth, 

be convicted of our sin and turn to the light of His mercy and grace. Understanding our limited 

natural abilities to comprehend the truth as written in His Word, He came to REVEAL—to 

explain to us the scriptures, His powerful LOVE letter written to us by God, so that we might 

grow in spiritual wisdom and knowledge. In addition, Jesus came to REVEAL to us the way to 

live in a manner pleasing to God by modeling that way for us. In Jesus, the REVEALER of 

Truth, God has made known all that we need to know in order to be made right with Him and 

receive eternal life.  

Are you hungry for real revelation and insight into God, His Kingdom, this world and 

YOURSELF? Are you willing to be exposed…laid naked and bare before Jesus that He may 

REVEAL the truth about who you really are? If so, there is only one place to go: INTO HIS 

PRESENCE. You must go alone, humbly seeking and with sincerity of heart. Then with His 

Word open before you, you must sit quietly and ask Him to speak and to REVEAL anything He 

wants to remove from your life that is unholy and keeping you in sin and bondage. In his letter to 

the Ephesians, Paul gives a powerful example of how to pray for what we hope to achieve: 
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“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 

Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know 

what is the hope to which He has called you, 

what are the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power 

toward us who believe.” 

 

(Ephesians 1:17-19) 

 

Friends, when you do these things and pray this kind of prayer with sincerity heart, Jesus the 

REVEALER of Truth will not disappoint. In response to your desire and faith, He will 

REVEAL to you things about Himself and yourself,  that you would not be able to know or 

understand otherwise. You will see His heart, His mind, His purposes and His love for you and 

this world in wonderful new ways that will forever change you. As you grow in your 

understanding of truth and allow Jesus to transform your way of thinking and your unholy way 

of life, you will find the peace, joy and satisfaction that you have always longed for. As you 

spend more time laying naked and bare before the Lord, allowing Him to uncover and expose 

layer upon layer of sin in your heart, you will come to understand just how amazing His grace 

really is and you will never again fear being in is presence. What is keeping you from going to 

Him today and receiving all that He has for you? 

  

“And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

John 8:32 
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THE DOCTRINE 

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN” 

 

The Invisible but Very Real Kingdom 

Hebrews 1:1-2 states the truth that God has revealed Himself to man at numerous times and in 

diverse ways in order to assure men and women made in His image that there is indeed another 

and far better world than this vale of tears and suffering – this “Shadow Land” we call earth – 

and refer to as home.  In Hebrews 11 we are told that Abraham, a man of faith and friend of God, 

was able to endure through out the difficulties and challenges of his earthly life because he kept 

his vision and desires on the invisible things of God.   Make no mistake!  THERE IS ANOTHER 

WORLD – an invisible but very real world – and although it is a spiritual kingdom and the realm 

of the Most High God, it is nevertheless, distinct, unique and real.  It is this spiritual realm ruled 

over by God who is this Kingdom’s king, into which believing men and women enter by means 

of what the Bible calls “the new birth.”  The Kingdom of God therefore is that realm or 

dimension of the Holy Spirit into which men and women enter when they are born again – 

born from above.  In the story of Jesus’ exchange with Nicodemus in John 3:3, the Bible states:   

“Jesus answered him, ‘I assure you and most solemnly say to you, unless a person is born 

again (reborn from above – spiritually transformed, renewed, sanctified), he cannot ever 

see and experience the Kingdom of God.’”   

This invisible world that God has revealed to His servants is more real, more lasting, and more 

eternal than this world we live in and are part of now.  This is the reason that God has given us 

the prophets and His unfolding revelation in His word.  He desires that we “look in” on the 

coming world where all things will finally make sense to us.  Here on earth we are subject to the 

emptiness and futility of material and temporal things – things which eventually decay and pass 

away.  We were however meant for another world – we were meant to commune with the 

Creator God, with the angels, archangels and seraphim, but tragically we often choose to accept 

the ways of this world as the ultimate.  Satan does everything possible to keep us attached to this 

temporal world, but God intends to use our human experiences to open our eyes to this greater 

reality of His invisible but very real Kingdom. 

  

The Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven  

The Kingdom of God therefore, may be understood as the divine reign or rule of God and 

also as the sphere of abundant blessing in which that reign is experienced.  It is important to 

note that while the prophets visualized the kingdom as coming from God, the kingdom is always 

operating on earth.  It therefore encompasses both the literal world in which we live as well as 

the spiritual world to which every believer also belongs.    
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As Jesus’ ministry and time on earth moved him closer to the cross, his teaching circle grew 

smaller.  His focus shifted from ministry to the multitudes to an intentional focus on his inner 

circle, the 12 disciples who would faithfully carry on the mission and gospel message of their 

Lord Jesus Christ.  These were disciples and followers who had “ears to hear” what Jesus was 

saying to them about the kingdom of heaven.   So began Jesus’ teaching of parables – stories in 

shadow – truth hidden in plain sight – all for the purpose of giving glimpses into the reality of 

the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven to all who would listen, think, hear, and apply.  His 

desire was always to bless any and all who had ears to hear, eyes to see, and a heart open to 

transformation. 

These mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed only to those who have ears to hear. 

They are concealed from those who refuse to hear. This is true because the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven are revealed through the word of God and the Spirit of God, and are therefore 

hidden from those who do not possess salvation. Jesus explained his parabolic teaching to his 

disciples when he said:   

“To YOU has been given the secret of the kingdom of God (heaven), but for THOSE 

OUTSIDE, everything is in parables;  so that they may indeed see but not perceive, and 

may indeed hear but not understand;  lest they should turn again, and be forgiven.”    

The 12 apostles were those to whom these secrets of the kingdom of heaven were given.  It was 

to them that the mysteries were unveiled and revealed though Jesus’ teaching.  Just what were 

these mysteries?  They included inside information on life which only believers, disciples, and 

genuine followers are given by God to understand.  They are truths that the natural man – the 

man of the world cannot discover by himself.  They are great missing “pieces” whose answers 

are found nowhere apart from the Spirit of God.  The world labors incessantly trying to explain 

the nature of man and how the universe in which man lives operates.  There are tremendously 

complex and amazing “jigsaw puzzles” about this present life that man forever attempts to 

understand through science, academia and intellectual pursuits.  But at the end of the day - all 

must confess – there are certain missing pieces that only God can supply.  Only the Spirit of God 

can enlighten man regarding these mysteries for only the Spirit of God knows these deep things 

of God – why we were born, our life’s purpose, and life’s meaning. The mysteries of the 

kingdom are hidden practical truths revealed only by God himself.  It is only God’s word that 

holds the key to life and the answers to the problems at work in our lives and our world.  The 

Bible however, not only contains the answer for the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but 

also for the Mystery of Lawlessness which is the reason evil persists in human hearts and why 

there seems to be a fountain of evil and violence within man no matter what we do to treat the 

outward symptoms. 

 

  



9 

Lesson #1 - Series 3 - Stories 1&2 

The Blessings of the Kingdom of Heaven and the Heavenly Realm  

The “mystery of the kingdom” is essentially God’s rule and authority over man at work in 

current events and the unfolding of human history – the events of every age.  The mystery of the 

kingdom is therefore, the insight into how God functions in human society, what He is doing, 

and how He does it.  The world would have us believe that everything takes place randomly 

apart from God, that if there is a God, he is aloof and absent – watching us struggle from a 

distance, but that he really has nothing whatsoever to do with us personally.  The world declares 

that man is master of his own fate.  The Scriptures however declare the opposite truth that God 

himself is very much involved in every single event and detail of life.  Nothing is incidental – 

nor accidental.  Nothing takes place that God is not in touch with and has not arranged and 

brought into being.  It is strange, but without destroying our will to choose, or our freedom to 

move, God nevertheless is continually working things out to a vast and cosmic purpose which he 

has declared to us and is revealing to us through the mysteries of the kingdom set forth in the 

holy scriptures, but only revealed to those who have ears to hear, eyes to see, and a heart to 

understand.        

In Ephesians 1:3 Paul writes:  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in the heavenly realms.”  Paul does not mean being blessed finally when we get to 

heaven after we die; he is speaking of the “Heavenly Realms” which include invisible realities of 

our life now on earth.  These realities are essentially the blessings of the “Kingdom of Heaven” 

available to us now! These blessings reach into eternity to be enjoyed forever, but they begin at 

salvation and are experienced in the here and now in the believer’s inner life – your thought life, 

where you feel conflict and pressure, struggle and disaster. This “realm” is capable of 

accessibility in this earthly life but is at the same time part of the “heavenly realm.” It is the 

“realm” where we are exposed to the attacks of the principalities and powers mentioned by Paul 

in Ephesians 6 – those dark spirits who reside in high places who so often get to us and depress 

and frighten us making us anxious or hostile.  The heavenly realm is not only the realm of 

conflict but also the dimension where God releases and delivers us, where the Spirit of God 

reaches us through our intellect, emotions, and our will to bring us peace.  It is the “realm” of 

those deep surging urges that rise up within us and create either a dangerous restlessness or bring 

us a mysterious sense of calmness, depending on the source from which they come.  Although 

the “heavenly realms” do include the life that will come after this earthly life ends, Paul makes 

clear that the blessings of the “heavenly realms” – the “kingdom of heaven” are available now in 

one’s present inner experience as a believer in Christ Jesus.  Jesus prayed for this reality in the 

life of the believer when he taught the disciples to pray…. “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in Heaven….”   

Obviously, all of the blessings of the Kingdom of Heaven come to us in the one great package 

we receive at salvation – the package of being “in Christ.”  If you are not a believer, you cannot 

possibly claim these benefits, because they are not yours - - there is no way you can appropriate 

them unless you are “in Christ.” If however you are “in Christ” there is nothing to keep you from 
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having all of them every moment of every day.  These blessings give you the ability through 

“Christ in you” to overcome every challenge victoriously.  “I can do all things through Christ 

who strengthens me!” That is why it is so important that we discover what these mysteries are.  

These mysteries are much more than mere theological ideas. They are facts, foundational truths 

and realities that have the ability to undergird us every moment of our lives.  And unless you 

understand these mysteries, you will live below the level of victory that is freely available to you.  

These mysteries that Jesus unfolds through his parables are like natural laws.  The laws of nature 

operate regardless of how we feel or what we do - they are impersonal in that respect.  Therefore, 

to better understand the heavenly realm and the believer’s access to its blessings, we might think 

of how electricity works.  It follows a pattern of its own; and takes no notice of how I am feeling 

at the moment when I switch on the light.  The force of the electrical current can at times be a 

shocking experience.  It is not in the slightest degree impressed with my position or power.  It 

doesn’t hesitate to retaliate for any violation of its laws that I might commit – such as sticking a 

metal object into an electrical socket. It is up to me to discover how electricity works and then to 

respect it, if indeed I wish to utilize it.  The same is true regarding the facts of what is available 

to the believer “in Christ” and the heavenly realms.  They do you no good if you do not discover 

what they are and believe them enough to operate and live your life on the basis of them.  These 

are vast truths that human beings can grasp only through the work of the Spirit to those who have 

ears to hear.  (Ray Stedman:  In the Heavenlies; The Power of His Presence; March 3) 

 

The Coexistence of the Invisible World with the Material World 

The physical world around us and the invisible spiritual world beyond us are accessible one to 

the other.  The gates swing in both directions.  God sent His eternal Son from the heavenly 

realms into our physical world.  Likewise, He carried the martyr Stephen from this physical 

world directly into the heavenly eternal kingdom. Our prayers can “go up” and God’s answers 

can “come down,” to enter into our specific human situation. Therefore the believer can endure 

the trials and difficulties on earth by “seeing” through faith this invisible reality – “seeing” by 

faith that there is something more – something greater to come – that our trials are only 

temporary and something far better awaits the child of God.  Romans 8: 18 states:  “…..the 

sufferings of this present life are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is about to be 

revealed to us and in us.”  That which has real and eternal existence is spirit, not matter.  The 

genuine believer therefore, embraces this fact and lives in light of these mysteries.  We must live 

in the reality that this world is not our ultimate home and there are glimpses of our real home 

constantly breaking through to us directly from this “heavenly realm.”  It was Jesus himself who 

brought eternal life and immortality to light through the gospel.  In John 14 He told us of this real 

world God has prepared for those who believe in Him and love Him.  Jesus has been there from 

all eternity and He gave us His final reassuring word:  “If it were not so, I would have told you.”    



11 

Lesson #1 - Series 3 - Stories 1&2 

Jesus’s teaching on the Kingdom of heaven through His parables is profound with little chance 

of our fully grasping just how long and deep and wide its meaning stretches.  Our hope of 

understanding these mysteries however lies in our personal relationship with Him and the 

empowering wisdom of His Spirit who resides in us, enlightens us and gives us “ears to hear” 

and “eyes to see.”       
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Questions for Reflection 

 

Read: Mark 4:10-13, 33-34; Matthew 13:10-16; Luke 8:9-10  

1. Using a dictionary define “Parable.” 

 

 

2. In Mark 4:13 Jesus asks His disciples: “How then will you understand all the parables.”   

How would YOU answer Jesus question to the disciples?  What do you think is the key to 

understanding the “mysteries” (secrets) of the Kingdom of God? 

 

 

3. In Matthew 13:14-15, Jesus quotes a passage from Isaiah 6:9-10. Try to explain the meaning 

of the Isaiah passage using your own words. 

 

 

 

4. Read Mark 4:24 along with Matthew 13:12. Why is it important to “pay attention to what 

you hear?” What benefits come from hearing? What steps could you take to improve your 

spiritual listening skills? 

 

 

 

Read: Mark 4:1-20 (see Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23, 37; Luke 8:4-15 for additional insight) 

5. Who is the sower? What is the seed? What do you think the soil represents? 

 

 

6. Make a list of the different kinds of soil and the Lord’s interpretation of each. Which soil best 

represents you heart today? 

 

 

7. Why do you think seeds planted in fertile soil produce fruit in differing amounts? 
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8. Take some extra quiet time to reflect on this passage before the Lord and meditate upon its 

meaning. Ask God to reveal to your heart the mysteries within it. Write down new insights 

and how you might apply them to your life and ministry.  

 

 

Read: Mark 4:26-28 

9. Explain in your own words the parable of the growing seeds. What are some new truths 

about God that you learn from this story? How does this parable encourage you? 

 

 

  

10. What opportunities do you have to sow the seed of God’s Word today? Will you be faithful 

to answer the call of God to go? What is hindering your obedience? 

 

 

 

Read:  Mark 4:30-32 

11. Quietly meditate upon these verses before the Lord. What do you learn about God’s 

Kingdom from the parable of the mustard seed? How can you apply this powerful teaching? 

 

 

JESUS, REVEALER OF TRUTH 

What new or fresh insights did you receive as you read and reflected on the Name of Jesus this week?  

How will you respond and apply what Jesus revealed to you? 

 

 

SALVATION CHALLENGE 

What kind of “hearer” are you? Will you ask God to open the ears and eyes of your heart to 

receive insight into the mysteries of His Kingdom and grow in godliness? Will you allow the 

Word of God to be a mirror revealing who you truly are? Romans 3:23 declares that we have all 

sinned and fallen short of God’s glory. Is there anything standing in the way of your relationship 

with Almighty God?  Seek and ask for God for forgiveness of your sin so that you may go forth 

as a pure vessel bearing much fruit for His Kingdom. 


