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Teaching Outline 

Lesson #2:   

The Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price 

Matthew 13:44-46 

 

Teaching Outline: 

I. God’s Amazing Book/ Jesus’ Amazing Teaching! 

 

II. Sharpening Your Understanding 

 

A. The Kingdom of God 

B. The Kingdom of Heaven 

C. The Church 

 

III. The Kingdom of Heaven Parables 

 

A. The Outward View:  Four Parables Spoken To the Crowds 

 

  1.  The Sower 

  2.  The Wheat and Tares 

  3.  The Mustard Seed 

  4.  The Leven 

B. The Inward View:  Two Parables Spoken To the Inner Circle 

 

 1.  The Hidden Treasure 

 2.  The Pearl of Great Price 

IV. Shattered Expectations 

 

A. Most Will Reject (Sower) 

B. Imperfection Abounds (Wheat and Tares) 

C. Humble Nature of the Kingdom (Mustard Seed and Leaven) 
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V. Israel:  God’s Treasure/ The Church:  God’s Pearl 

 

A. The Nature of the Church (Called Out, Set Apart by God)  

B. The Assignment of the Church (Great Commission) 

C. The Destiny of the Church  (Rapture) 

 

 

Principle Truth:  Jesus Christ willingly gave His all to purchase His treasure, Israel, and 

His pearl of great value, the church.   
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Lesson #2 

Series 3 – Story 3 

 

The Hidden Treasure and The Pearl of Great Price 

Matthew 13:44-46 

 
JESUS CHRIST WILLINGLY GAVE HIS ALL TO PURCHASE HIS TREASURE, 

ISRAEL, AND HIS PEARL OF GREAT VALUE, THE CHURCH. 

 
Story Outline: 

 

I. God’s hidden treasure, Israel 

II. God’s pearl of great price, the Church 

 

Life Application Principles: 

 

1. Jesus gave all that He had so that we might possess all that He gave.  

2. We can never work hard enough to purchase our salvation – it is a free gift of 

grace from a merciful God. 

3. Salvation is a gift of grace offered to all mankind, but it must be individually 

received. 

4. The nation of Israel holds the key to world peace and harmony. 

5. Only when Israel comes into a right relationship with God will world peace be 

possible. 

6. God has not abandoned nor forgotten Israel – His gifts and His calling are 

irrevocable.     

7. Israel is God’s treasured possession set aside temporarily to demonstrate to the 

world the relationship He wants with every nation on earth. 

8. God’s plan for peace among nations is provided in a working model by the nation 

of Israel.  

9. Jesus raised up the church to demonstrate the light, glory and healing grace of 

God.  

10. The true church of God proclaiming the full gospel of the Lord Jesus is the 

vehicle to bring Israel back to God.  

11. It is not enough to preach the gospel, it must be lived out. 

12. Because of the cross, Jesus can lead us out of the pit of sin and shame. 

13. Man has no intrinsic value apart from the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  

14. Jesus bought the world with His blood so that we might sit in the heavenly places 

as a testimony for all eternity of His greatness and glory.  
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NAME OF JESUS 

Devotional Reading 

“JESUS, OUR REDEEMER” 

 

“Redeemed! Redeemed! Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb…” is part of the chorus of a 

beautiful old hymn written by Frances Crosby in 1882. As with so many of the hymns of old, it 

is rich in doctrinal truths about God and His Great Kingdom that help us understand more fully 

who He is, what He does, and why He came to earth in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ. As 

many older believers will tell you, it is through these hymns of old, that much of the foundation 

of their faith was laid and solidified in their hearts and minds. I remember as a child growing up 

in the church, singing these songs over and over again not realizing at the time what all the 

words meant nor the impact they would have on me later in life. But, as I grew in the knowledge 

of God and gained wisdom and insight from His Holy Word, I began to see the hymns in a whole 

new way. I realized that many of the words of those hymns came right out of the scriptures and 

therefore, what I had been singing my whole life, was actually the very Word of God. Today, it 

is these very hymns that, like an old familiar friend, bring me great comfort, peace, joy, and hope 

because they turn my gaze upward to God Most High and remind me of His greatness, power, 

mercy and love.  

Sadly, in many churches and Christian congregations today, these beautiful old hymns have been 

replaced with new, less instructive, “feel good” songs that are often lacking in the deep and life 

changing truths that have the power to the transform the hearts and minds of those who sing 

them. Focusing more often on only the goodness and love of God, they are often devoid of the 

truths that are necessary to understanding the awesome fear of the Lord and what it takes to be 

made right with Him for salvation. Certain important doctrines are left untouched or even worse, 

misinterpreted, thus “cheapening” the grace of God offered us through the person and work of 

His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Redemption is one such doctrine that I believe has been altered by 

the modern church today. Celebrated merely as something we get simply because of God’s love, 

the hard truth that it cost Him dearly---that it required the painful and humiliating sacrificial 

death of His Son on the cross—has been all but forgotten. The cross of Christ has become 

“cheapened” and its power to save lost. It reminds me of the story of the Brazilian missionary 

who visited a market on a religious holiday. He writes of the experience: “In one shop’s window 

was a sign that read “cheap crosses for sale.” There simply are no cheap crosses for the 

Christian. Many would prefer a Christianity without the emphasis on Christ’s death and sacrifice, 

but a Christianity with a “cheap cross” is not true Christianity. It is a lie—the worst kind of lie.”  
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The same can be said about redemption. Christianity based on the concept of a “cheap redeemer” 

is a lie and will not bring men unto salvation, which is the very thing Jesus came to earth to do. 

Do you truly understand what it means to be REDEEMED by the blood of the Lamb? Have you 

worshipped Jesus Christ in spirit and in truth as your REDEEMER with a deep understanding of 

the magnitude of this name assigned by God the Father, only to Jesus Christ, His Son?  

Redeem is defined:  “to buy back; to recover by payment; to exchange; to obtain the release or 

restoration of, as from captivity, by paying a ransom.” Do you know Jesus Christ as the One who 

paid the price—the high ransom—required by a Holy God, to free you from your slavery to sin 

and death? Do you understand that on the cruel Roman Cross---the place where you and your sin 

rightly deserve to be judged and condemned—Jesus Christ took your place and willfully, 

because of His great love for you, accepted your punishment and died in your place? Have you 

fully grasped the significance of His great sacrifice? Have you understood what the scriptures 

declare? 

“You were bought with a price.” (1 Corinthians 6:20)  

“You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from Your forefathers, not with perishable 

things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ.” (1 Peter 1:18-19) 

“Christ suffered for you. He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree that we might die to 

sin and live to righteousness.” (1 Peter 2:22, 24) 

“But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was 

the chastisement that brought us peace, and by His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)  

“Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:5-8) 

“I have redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are Mine.” (Isaiah 43:1) 

Friends, God’s Word is clear and must be rightly understood if we are to be saved—if we are to 

be REDEEMED--recovered from the prison of sin and restored to Him. 

The truth is simple, yet profound: JESUS CHRIST GAVE ALL THAT HE HAD to purchase 

your pardon and set you free. No other man, no religion, no work of your own can do it.  Only 

Jesus Christ can satisfy the requirements of the one true God Most High. Only He can pay the 

sinner’s ransom. Let no one mislead you: JESUS CHRIST is, and always will be, the one and 

only REDEEMER of your sins and mine. Apart from believing in and accepting His death and 

sacrifice on our behalf, we are hopelessly lost and condemned to eternal punishment where there 

is darkness, pain, suffering and weeping forevermore. 
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Is Christ’s sacrificial death on your behalf merely a “cheap” gift from God in your heart and 

mind? If in any way you have misunderstood the value of this gift . . . that JESUS GAVE ALL 

THAT HE HAD FOR YOU — it is not too late for you to confess your faith in His finished 

work and receive Him as your personal Savior.  He gave His very life and blood in exchange for 

yours in order to restore you to the Father so that you might enjoy all the accompanying riches of 

your salvation, the great immeasurable blessings of heaven along with your privilege to sit 

forever in the heavenly places. 

 Out of love for you and concern for your soul, I implore you today, right this moment, to 

confess your ignorance of the truth, acknowledge any misunderstanding of His sacrifice and 

repent of any way you have “cheapened” the meaning of the Cross.  Ask God to forgive you and 

to reveal to you the whole truth of Who He is. Humbly and sincerely ask Jesus to lead you out of 

the pit of darkness that keeps you bound in unbelief and sin and lead you into the REDEEMING 

light of His glory and life-saving mercy and grace. As soon as you do, He will immediately 

forgive you, and He will immediately answer the sincere cry of your heart. He will immediately 

begin to open your eyes to the truth and show you the greatness of the gift you have been given. 

Jesus will help you understand Him as your REDEEMER in ways that will forever change you. 

Then you, as a true child of God, along with the saints in glory, will sing the precious songs of 

the redeemed with a new found understanding and joy. Your worship will be counted worthy . . .  

a very sweet aroma pleasing to God and enticing to men.  

“Worthy are You to take the book and break its seals; 

For You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood, men 

from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; 

And they will reign upon the earth. 

 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 

To receive power and wealth and wisdom and honor 

And glory and blessing!” 

(Revelation 5:9-10, 12) 

 

REDEEMED HOW I LOVE TO PROCLAIM IT
(Frances J. Crosby, selected verses) 

 

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it! 

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 

Redeemed through His infinite mercy, 

His child and forever I am. 

(Chorus) 

Redeemed, redeemed, 

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 

Redeemed, redeemed, 

His child and forever I am. 

I know there’s a crown that is waiting 

In yonder bright mansion for me, 

And soon, with the spirits made perfect, 

At home with the Lord I shall be. 
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THE DOCTRINE 

“GOD’S GREAT PLAN OF REDEMPTION THROUGHOUT HISTORY” 

 

Understanding the Back Story of God’s Plan of Redemption 

The Principle Truth for Story 3 puts into a nutshell the underlying doctrinal truth of this lesson:  

Jesus willingly gave His all to purchase His treasure, Israel, and His pearl of great value, the 

Church.  This sweeping statement encapsulates God’s plan for world history and His redemptive 

mission for mankind that He set into motion from before Creation.  In a day of great challenges 

such as today, people are asking questions that for most, remain unanswered.  “What does it all 

mean?  Where is history headed?  What is the goal of human history?  Does humanity have a 

destiny?  How can I begin to understand the rise and fall of nations?”  The ancient Greeks longed 

for an ideal society and dreamed of a lost Golden Age in the distant past.  They however saw no 

bright future in their present or hope that such a future would ever come to pass.   In contrast, the 

Hebrew – Christian faith expresses its hope in terms of the “Kingdom of God.”  This biblical 

hope is not like the dreams of the Greek poets.  Instead our hope is revealed by God and wrapped 

up in Him.   It began with Him and it will end with Him.  The biblical idea of the Kingdom of 

God is deeply rooted in the Old Testament although it was realized in the life and ministry of 

Christ.  It is grounded in the confidence that there is one eternal living God who has revealed 

Himself to people.  His revelation in the Old Testament came through Israel.  His revelation in 

the New Testament came through Christ whose ministry gave birth to the church.   He has also 

revealed that He has a purpose for the human race that He has chosen to accomplish both 

through Israel and later, through the church.  Thus, the prophets announced a day when men will 

live together in peace.  God shall then . . .  “judge between the nations and shall decide for many 

people.  And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.  

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4).   

The prophet Isaiah states that not only shall the problems of human society be solved, but the 

evil and dysfunction of man’s physical environment shall be no more. There will finally be 

peace, safety, security – all this was promised as the future biblical reality that would eventually 

unfold.  This final state of peace and blessing is the great hope for those who are a part of the 

Kingdom of God.     

After the messages of the Old Testament prophets, Jesus of Nazareth was sent by God with the 

announcement, “Repent, for the “Kingdom of heaven is here!  It is at hand” (Matthew 4:17).  

The Kingdom of God was central in Christ’s mission.  His teaching was designed to show people 

just how they might enter this Kingdom (Matthew 5:20; 7:21).  Jesus’ mighty works were 

intended to prove that the Kingdom of God had indeed come and was now among them.  His 
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parables illustrated to His disciples the truth about the Kingdom of God and how God’s people 

were to live as a witness to this Kingdom (Matthew 13:11).  When He taught His followers to 

pray, at the heart of their petitions were the words, “May Your Kingdom come, Your will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).  On the eve of His death, Jesus assured His 

disciples that He would yet share with them the happiness and the fellowship of the Kingdom 

(Luke 22:22-30).  He promised that he would appear again on the earth in all His glory to bring 

the blessings of the Kingdom to those for whom it was prepared from before the foundation of 

the world ( Matthew 25:31-34). 

The Kingdom of God is therefore God’s kingship, His rule, His authority.  When we realize this, 

we can see this meaning in passage after passage throughout the New Testament.  We can see 

that the Kingdom of God is not a “realm” or a “people,” but it is God’s “reign” - God’s “rule” – 

God’s “authority.”  Jesus said that we must “receive this Kingdom of God” as little children 

(Mark 10:15).  But when we “receive this Kingdom,” what exactly is received?  It is God’s rule 

of our lives that is received.  In order to enter the future “realm” of the Kingdom, people must 

believe the gospel message and submit themselves to God’s “rule” over them and their lives here 

and now.  Therefore, when we pray, “Your Kingdom come,” are we praying for heaven (where 

there is no more sin, no more tears, no more suffering, etc.) to come to earth – to enter our own 

personal experience here and now?  In a sense we are indeed praying for this, but the reason we 

continue to yearn for heaven is because God’s reign is more perfectly realized in heaven. God’s 

reign is limited on earth in a sense because we are fallen human beings living in a fallen world 

because of sin.   Apart from the reign of God, heaven is meaningless.  He rules in full authority 

there without the contest between good and evil.   Therefore, we pray, “Your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.”  In this prayer we are literally pleading for God to take over - to reign.  

We beg him to display His kingly rule and power here and now.  We ask him to put to flight 

every enemy of truth and righteousness.  We seek His divine rule – that He alone may be King 

over all the world. 

  

“Mystery of the Kingdom of Heaven” Disclosed Through Parables 

Jesus parables were intended to be “keys” that opened the door to mysteries that before Jesus’ 

time were previously locked.  His Parables were stories drawn from everyday experiences and 

designed to illustrate the central truth of our Lord’s message -- the mystery of the Kingdom.   A 

mystery in the biblical sense was not something mysterious, nor deep, dark, profound, and 

difficult.  In Scripture the word “mystery” has a precise meaning which the apostle Paul 

explains:   
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“Now to Him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery – which was kept secret for 

long ages, but is now disclosed and through the prophetic writings – is made known 

to all nations.”  (Romans 16:25-26).  

The biblical idea of “mystery” is something that has been kept secret in ancient times, but is now 

disclosed.  The mystery therefore, is a divine purpose which God designed from eternity past but 

has kept hidden from people.  At last, however, through the ministry of His son, Jesus, God 

reveals this purpose and by the Scriptures of the Old Testament prophets, God now is giving 

clarity to their messages through Christ’s parabolic teachings and is now making it known to 

everyone who has “ears to hear.”  A mystery therefore, is a divine purpose, hidden in God’s 

mind for long ages, but finally disclosed in new revelation of God’s redemptive work.  Thus 

the parables set forth these mysteries of the Kingdom – new truth now unveiled about the 

Kingdom of God not fully revealed in the Old Testament but at last disclosed through the earthly 

ministry of our Lord.  

   

Daniel’s Prophecy Outlines God’s Redemptive Plan 

In the book of Daniel we are shown in living color the unfolding of human history and how the 

Kingdom of God will be ushered in at God’s perfect time.  In Daniel 2 God gave King 

Nebuchadnezzar a vision of a great image which had a head of gold, a chest of silver, thighs of 

bronze, legs of iron, and feet of iron and clay.  Then he saw a stone not cut or shaped by human 

hands, which struck the image on the feet and ground it to powder.  The dust of the crumbling 

statue was swept away by the wind “so that not a trace of them (the nations) could be found.”  

Then the stone that destroyed the image became a great mountain which filled the whole earth” 

(Dan. 2:31-35).  The interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is found in verses 44 and 45.  

The image represents the series of nations that were to dominate the course of world history.  

The meaning of the stone is given in these words:  “And in the days of those kings, the God of 

heaven will set up a Kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor shall its sovereignty be left to 

another people.  It shall break in pieces all these Kings and bring them to an end; and it shall 

stand forever.  Just as you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that 

it broke in pieces the iron, bronze, clay, silver, and the gold.  A great God has made known to the 

king what shall be hereafter.”   In that day as the Prophets portray it, God’s reign will displace all 

other reigns, kingdoms and authorities.  He will break the proud presumptive sovereignty of evil 

people that has dominated most of history.  God’s reign, His Kingdom, will sweep away every 

opposing rule.  God alone will be King in those days.  

In answering John the Baptist’s questions as to Jesus actually being the Messiah, that “Coming 

One” who was to bring in the Kingdom, Jesus replied to the imprisoned servant of God that 

indeed He was the Bearer of the Kingdom and that the signs of the Messianic Age of prophecy 
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were being manifested through his ministry.  What Jesus meant was:  “Yes, the Kingdom of God 

is here.  But there is a mystery about it – a new revelation about the nature of this Kingdom at the 

present time.  The Kingdom of God is here, but instead of destroying human sovereignty, it has 

come to attack the ruling power of Satan.  The Kingdom of God is here, but instead of making 

changes in the external, political order to things, it is making changes in the spiritual order 

and in the lives and hearts of men and women.”  This is the mystery of the Kingdom, the truth 

which God now discloses for the first time in redemptive history.  God’s Kingdom therefore, is 

to work among people in two different stages – the Kingdom is YET TO COME in the form 

prophesied by Daniel when every human sovereignty will be displaced by God’s sovereignty.  

The world will yet behold the coming of God’s Kingdom with power.  But the mystery, the new 

revelation is that this same kingdom of God HAS NOW COME to work among people -  but in 

an utterly unexpected way.  It is not presently destroying human rule;  it is not abolishing every 

sin from the earth;  it is not bringing the baptism of fire (judgment) that John announced  It has 

come QUIETLY, SECRETLY, WITHOUT DRAWING ATTENTION TO ITSELF.  It can work 

among men and never even be recognized by the crowds.  The Kingdom now offers the blessing 

of God’s rule, delivering people from the power of Satan and sin.  The kingdom of God presently 

is therefore, an offer, a gift that may be accepted or rejected.  The Kingdom is now here with 

persuasion rather than with power.   

Each of Jesus’ parables in Matthew 13 illustrates certain aspects of the mystery of the Kingdom.   

The Kingdom of God IS YET TO COME in power and great glory.  Yet is HAS NOW COME 

in an unexpected form.  It is actually now presently among people in the present evil Age, 

bringing the blessings of the Age to Come.   

This is the mystery of the Kingdom existing before the great day of harvest, before the end of the 

age.  God has entered into history in the person of Christ.  He has done this in order to bring 

people the life and blessings of His Kingdom.  It came humbly, without flash or show.  It came 

to men as a Galilean carpenter went throughout the cities of Palestine.  It comes today as 

disciples and ambassadors of Jesus take the gospel of the Kingdom into all the world.  It comes 

quietly, humbly, without fire from heaven, without a blaze of glory, without a rending of the 

mountains or an opening of the heavens.  It comes like seed sown in the earth.  It can be 

rejected by hard hearts; it can be choked out; its life may sometimes seem to wither and 

die, but it IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD operating in power here and now.  

Perhaps the most important single verse in the Word of God for God’s people today is Matthew 

24:14.  This verse refers to the manifestation of God’s Kingdom in power and glory when Jesus 

returns.  There is no verse that speaks as concisely and distinctly as this verse about the time 

when the Kingdom will come and be fully operational and functional.  “And this gospel of the 

Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all nations; AND 

THEN THE END WILL COME.”   The truth of the matter is that This Evil Age will last until 

Christ returns for His Pearl of great price – the Church.  It will forever be hostile to the gospel 
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and to the people of God.  Evil will prevail.  Subtle, deceitful influences will seek to turn men 

away from Christ.  False religions and deceptive messiahs will lead many astray. Wars will 

continue; there will be famines and earthquakes, persecution and martyrdom.  Believers will 

suffer hatred so long as This Age lasts.  False prophets will arise, iniquity will abound, and the 

love of many will grow cold.   This is a dark picture but this is what is to be expected of an Age 

under the rulers of this darkness (Ephesians 6:12).   However, God has not abandoned This Age 

to the Evil One.  In fact the Kingdom of God has entered into and invaded This Evil Age; Satan 

has been defeated.  The Kingdom of God through Christ has created the Church, and the 

Kingdom of God works in the world through the Church to accomplish the divine purposes of 

extending His Kingdom throughout the world.  As believers, we are caught up in this great 

struggle – the conflict of the ages.  God’s Kingdom on earth works in this world through the 

power of the gospel.  What is clear from Scripture and increasingly confirmed in our experience 

is that the kingdom of God has already absorbed the full wrath of Satan’s might and 

survived it.  The kingdom of God has already gone through its darkest night.  Christ destroyed 

death and broke its power.  Death is still an enemy, but it is a defeated enemy.  We are certain of 

the future victory because of the victory which has already been accomplished.  We therefore, 

have an accomplished victory to announce and proclaim.   Death has been defeated; life and 

immortality have been brought to light.  An empty tomb in Jerusalem is proof of it.  This is the 

gospel of the Kingdom.   

 

The Mission of the Kingdom 

The ultimate meaning of history must be found in the action of God as recorded and interpreted 

through inspired Scripture.  If there is no God, humanity is lost in a maze of confusing 

experiences. There is no pattern in life and no meaning to provide guidance.  If God has not 

acted in history, then events of the centuries are merely the ebb and flow of the tides.  But…. 

God HAS spoken.  God HAS been at work in history to redeem.  And He WILL yet bring history 

to its divinely destined goal. The central theme of the entire Bible is redemption - God’s 

redemptive work throughout history.  God chose Israel, a small and despised people, but His plan 

from the call to Abraham onward, included all mankind.  God set up rulers and cast them down 

that He might bring forth Israel.  He raised these people up, sustained them, and preserved them.  

He had a plan, and He was continually working out this plan in history.  Then. . . .  in the fullness 

of time, the Lord Jesus Christ appeared on earth.  Through Jesus earthly life and sacrificial death, 

God fulfilled His purpose for Israel and mankind.  This does not mean that God is finished with 

Israel, but it does mean that when Christ appeared, God reached the first goal in His purpose to 

redeem the nations through Israel.  Up until that time the nation of Israel was the clue to meaning 

in history.  When Christ accomplished His redemptive work of death and resurrection, the divine 

purpose in history moved from Israel, who rejected the gospel to the Church – the fellowship of 

both Jews and Gentiles who accept the gospel.  This is proven and reinforced by our Lord’s 
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words in Matthew 21:43:  “The Kingdom of God will be taken away from you (Israel) and given 

to a nation producing the fruits of it.”  The Church therefore, like Israel, is a “chosen race, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9).  It is in the present mission of the Church, as it 

carries the good news of the Kingdom of God into all the world, that the redemptive purpose of 

God in history is being worked out.  Thus, God has entrusted to people like you and I, redeemed 

sinners, the responsibility of carrying out his purpose in history.  It has now been over 1900 

years since Jesus lived on earth as the God- man, and the goal is not yet achieved.  Why did He 

not accomplish this task Himself?  Why did He not send a host of angels whom He could trust to 

complete the task?  Why would He commit this task to us?  For the simple reason that it is God’s 

will that we be a part of finishing this task.  God has entrusted this mission to his Church and 

unless we do it, it will not get done.  Allow Matthew 24:14 to burn in your heart.  God has said 

this about no other group of people.  This good news of the Kingdom of God must be preached, 

(by the church) in all the world for a witness to all nations.  This is God’s program.  Therefore, 

from this biblical perspective, you and I are more important in the destiny of human history than 

the United Nations –the marching of armies –and the actions of all the world’s capitals. As we – 

the Church fulfill the mission, the divine purpose for human history will be accomplished.  

 We have come far closer to the finishing of this mission than any previous generation.  We have 

done more in the last century and a half in worldwide evangelization than all the preceding 

centuries since the time of the apostles.  Our modern technology has provided great leaps and 

bounds in moving the mission forward.  The Word of God has now been rendered at least 

partially into over 2,000 languages or dialects, and that number is growing yearly.  If therefore, a 

relatively small minority of God’s people took this information seriously and responded to its 

challenge, we could finish the task of worldwide evangelization in our own generation.  We 

would then witness the Lord’s return.  Christ has not yet returned, therefore, the task is not 

yet done.  When it is done, Christ will come, bringing human history to a close.  Our 

responsibility is not to insist on defining the terms; our responsibility is to complete the 

task.   

Throughout the course of human history, two forces are at work; the power of evil and the 

Kingdom of God.  This present world is the scene of a great conflict.  The forces of the Evil One 

are assaulting the people of God, but the gospel of the Kingdom is assaulting the Kingdom of 

Satan.  The conflict will last to the end of The Age, for the final victory will be achieved only by 

the return of Christ.  The final victory awaits the completion of our task.  “And then the end 

will come.”  There is no other verse in all of Scripture which says, “And then, the end will 

come.”  When will This Age end?  When the world has been evangelized.  “What will be the 

sign of your coming and of the close of The Age?” asked Jesus’ disciples before He faced the 

cross.  The gospel of the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world as a testimony 

to all nations, and THEN – AND THEN – the end will come.”   To us it is given not only to wait 

for but also to hasten the coming of the day of God (2 Peter 3:12).  This is the mission of the 

gospel of the Kingdom and this is the mission of the Church.   
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(Ideas taken from The Gospel of the Kingdom by George Eldon Ladd, 1959.  

(Permission by Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, MI.   
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Questions for Reflection 

 

Note: There are some differences among Bible scholars and commentators as to the meaning of 

these parables. As you meditate upon them this week, listen closely to the Lord as HE speaks to 

you personally through His word.  Ask Him to reveal the “secrets” hidden in these powerful 

stories.  

Read: Matthew 13:44 -The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 

1. Using only the Word of God and His Holy Spirit as your teacher, try to explain this 

parable. 

 

a. Who or what does the treasure represent? 

 

 

b. Who or what is the field? 

 

c. Who does the merchant represent? 

 

 

2. What did the man sell in order to buy the field? Why do you think he went to such great 

extremes? 

 

 

3. Quietly meditate upon this parable. Ask the Lord to reveal to your heart any “secrets” 

hidden within. Write down what you learn. 

 

 

Read: Matthew 13:45-46 -The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value 

4. Using only the Word of God and His Holy Spirit as your teacher try to explain this 

parable. 

 

a. Who is the merchant? 

 

b. What was he searching for? 
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c. What, in your opinion, is the Pearl of great value? 

 

 

5. What actions did the merchant take in order to purchase the Pearl? 

  

 

6. Pearls are formed through the process of pain and irritation to an oyster. Share a time 

when God used something painful, irritating or difficult in your life and transformed it 

into a “pearl” of exquisite beauty in His sight. 

  

 

7. Quietly meditate upon this story asking the Lord to reveal any “secrets” hidden within 

this parable. Write down what you learn. 

 

8. How has God used your pain, suffering, and even past sin to transform you into the 

person He intends you to be? 

 

 

JESUS, OUR REDEEMER 

What new insights, lessons or convictions have you received from this week's reflection of WHO 

Jesus is and WHY He came? How will you apply what the Lord revealed to you? (Remember . . . 

obedience to God and His Holy Word brings spiritual growth and blessing!) 

 

SALVATION CHALLENGE  

God loves you so much that He has made a way for you to know Him.  When we seek Him with 

all of our hearts, we will find Him. When circumstances overwhelm us, or grief is controlling us, 

or when we need comfort and do not know where to find it, Jesus is waiting to draw near.  Jesus 

died on the cross for all of us. If you repent of your sins, He will forgive you. Quietly ask Jesus 

into your heart, and He will create a new heart in you.  This is the most important decision you 

will make in your entire life.    

 

                


