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Teaching Outline 

 

Lesson #6   

 

The Lost Sons 
Luke 15: 11 – 24 

 
 

I. A Trio of Parables 

 

A. The Lost Sheep: Lost Through Ignorance 

B. The Lost Coin:  Lost Through Neglect 

C. The Young Son:  Lost Through Rebellion 

D. The Elder Son:  Lost Through Pride 

E. The Father’s Heart:  Finding and Restoring the Lost 

 

II. The Young Son 

 

A. The Danger of Restlessness 

B. The Delight of Sin 

C. The Deception of Sin 

D. The Door to Restoration 

 

Principle:  A spirit of humility, genuine repentance, and confession of sin are the 

keys that open the door into the Father’s presence. 

 

Principle:  Judgment and criticism are not the way to help the rebels – LOVE is the 

way back “home.”  

 

III. The Elder Brother 

 

A. The Danger of Resentment and Envy 

B. The Danger of Self Absorption and Justifying our Selfishness 

 

Principle:  The world’s most deadly sin is the sin of self-righteousness.  

Principle:  Beware of rationalizing or justifying something that is SO blatantly 

wrong.   

Principle:  It is far more difficult to be set from from our selfish self than from the 

pull of the world.   

 

IV.    A Deeper Look:   Rembrandt’s “Return of the Prodigal” 
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Lesson #6 
Series 3 – Story 7 

 

“The Lost Sons” 
Luke 15:11-24 

 

WHEN THOSE LOST IN REBELLION AND SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS 

REPENT, THE FATHER IS WAITING TO FORGIVE AND RESTORE 

THEM AS SONS. 

 

Story Outline: 

 

I. Rebellious son discovers emptiness in the far country 

II. Regret and repentance bring the son home 

III. Reunion with rejoicing at son’s return 

IV. Self-righteous son resents brother’s return 

V. Reassurance of Father’s unconditional love 

 

Life Application Principles: 

 

1. The seed of iniquity is evident when our earthly desires become obsessive 

giving birth to sin. 

2. What we see as restriction is often a safeguard for freedom. 

3. Rebellion is thinking we know what is best for our own lives. 

4. True love lets go and allows God to control the situation. 

5. Only when we come to the end of ourselves, can we truly see ourselves 

and our need for the Father. 

6. We are never freer than when we live in obedience to the Father. 

7. Sin always takes us further than we intended to go, keeps us longer than 

we intended to stay, and costs us more than we ever intended to pay. 

8. Rejoicing should be our response when we witness one in rebellion who is 

found. 

9. The great value God places on each life should cause us to rejoice over 

 His amazing love for us.  

10. Our Father’s restoration of the lost is always complete – a total restoration 

to sonship, authority and honor. 

11. An ungrateful heart focuses on what one lacks rather than what one has. 

12. A self-righteous attitude leaves no room for mercy and grace.  

13. God’s love demonstrates that mercy and compassion are far more 

powerful than desiring justice to be done. 
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14. We must be careful that our hard work does not awaken a self-righteous 

attitude in us.  

15. Unless you are ready to see yourself as you really are and respond to the 

love of God, you will remain forever where you are – OUTSIDE the will 

and purpose of God. 

16. Nothing is more damaging to the cause of Christ than the blame we cast 

upon others before a watching world.  
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NAME OF JESUS 

Devotional Reading 

JESUS our RECONCILER 

 

I am what many people would call a “hopeless romantic.” I simply and completely love 

love. The very thought of it brings a smile to my face and makes my heart skip a beat 

with joy! Often labeled, by many people, as “foolish” and “gullible,” I believe that love, 

in its purest form, is the ultimate answer to the meaning and purpose of life. Therefore, I 

see it as one of life’s most valuable possessions and a thing to be treasured, nurtured and 

given out every day to those whom the Lord brings into my path. As a small child, I 

innocently craved loved and, just as innocently, gave love. Truth be told, I still do. 

Despite past hurt, heartache and difficult relationships and experiences, I have never once 

lost my desire for love or shied away from giving love. Likewise, I have always hated 

confrontation, hostility and arguing. Nothing breaks my heart more than for people to be 

angry and separated from one another, and even more so, from me. Thus, when these 

kinds of situations happen, I immediately go in to peacemaking mode, doing everything 

in my power to repair the breach, bridge the gap and restore the broken relationship so 

that love, peace and harmony freely flow once again. Occasionally I have been 

“successful,” or so I thought, but what I have learned the longer I walk with the Lord is 

that I have no power to truly reconcile people to one another or to myself. The Lord has 

shown me, often through my failures as the “reconciler,” that I absolutely have no power 

to change another person’s heart and mind. Try as I may, I have no power to make 

someone love and be at peace with me or others.  Only God can do that! For in God 

alone, through His Son Jesus Christ, is true and lasting reconciliation possible. He is the 

ultimate RECONCILER, the only One, who can change a relationship from hostility, 

anger and separation into one of harmony, unity and peace.  

As wonderful as it is to be reconciled to other people, however, there is a greater and 

more important reconciliation that needs to take place in the world . . . the reconciliation 

between God Most High and man. According to His inerrant Word, we were created by 

God, in the image of God, whose very nature is peace and love. We were created to live 

in harmony with Him, to enjoy unbroken intimate fellowship with Him, and to live 

joyfully with Him forever in a perfect and peaceful world. However, when Adam and 

Eve sinned against God in the Garden, the harmonious, loving relationship between God 

and man was broken. From that moment forth life on earth was filled with disharmony, 

conflict, strife and separation not only between men, but also, between men and God.  

Without a great intervention, there was no hope for us. That is why God sent His one and 

only Son, Jesus Christ into the world. Jesus came to be the RECONCILER between God 

and man. He came to restore the broken relationship so that we might once again enjoy 

the love, peace, and harmony we were promised in the beginning and have sweet, 

intimate fellowship with God both now and forever.  
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“In Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself. For our sake, He made Him to be 

sin, who knew no sin that we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 

5:19, 21) 

“For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through Him to reconcile 

to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His 

cross. And you who were once alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, He has 

now reconciled in His body of flesh by His death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before Him.” (Colossians. 1:20-22) 

Scripture is clear and definitive . . . Jesus Christ is the only One through whom a sinner 

can be reconciled to God. His Cross, the undeserved place where He lovingly and 

willingly offered up Himself as a sacrifice…where He bled and died…to pay the penalty 

of our sin, is the only thing that can repair the breach, bridge the gap and save the sinner.  

His Cross is the only bridge wide enough and long enough to span the chasm between 

sinners and God. His Cross is the mighty tree across the ravine of death that leads to a life 

of love, peace and restored harmony with God. His Cross is the way every man must 

travel for true and lasting reconciliation. Martin Luther once wrote, “Christ took our sins 

and the sins of the whole world, as well as the Father’s wrath on His shoulders, and He 

drowned them both in Himself so that we are thereby reconciled to God and become 

completely righteous.” Christ Jesus came for our sins that we might be delivered from 

our sins. He alone is the agent of our redemption and restoration. He is the 

RECONCILER . . . the One who restores our peace with God and gives us back all that 

was lost in the Garden.   

Friends, let no man deceive you . . . not even yourself!  As sinful people and separated 

from Almighty God, we have no power within ourselves to make things right with Him. 

We have no power to reconcile ourselves to Him. The Bible says we cannot earn our way 

back to Him by “being good” or by “doing good works.” We cannot adorn ourselves in 

beautiful “righteous-looking” garments to cover up our sinful nature. No matter how hard 

we try, we cannot fool God or replace God.  He knows the truth: “all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Therefore, all are hopeless and destined to 

perish without Him: “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life 

in Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). Make no mistake, like the prodigal son, we are 

the ones at fault. We are the ones to blame for our separation from Him and His 

goodness. We are the ones who left God. We are the ones who turned our back on Him. 

We are the ones who arrogantly chose the world and its evil ways over our Father’s 

abounding love, gracious provision and tender care.  

Yet, even so, like the father of the lost son, our foolish ways have not deterred His love or 

His desire for us to come home. He stands ready and willing to accept us back into His 

family and to restore to us all the fortunes we lost in our rebellion. True to His nature of 

love, instead of cutting us off and sentencing us to eternal destruction, He made a way for 

us all to be restored to Him. That way is Jesus Christ and His Cross. The Bible says: 
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“But God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved 

by Him from the wrath of God.” (Romans 5:8-9) 

“In Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. For He Himself is our peace . . . and has broken down in His flesh the dividing 

wall of hostility.” (Ephesians 2:13-14)  

The matchless beauty of Jesus as our RECONCILER is that He doesn’t ask us to “meet 

him halfway” as men are prone to do. No, the very moment we turn back to Him…no 

matter how far off we have gone . . .  He comes ALL THE WAY to meet us. With wide 

open arms of love and a heart full of mercy and grace He, before we can even fully 

confess our sin, wraps us in His warm and compassionate embrace and says “Welcome 

Home!” Seeing the truth in our hearts, He, in great joy, adorns us in His robes of 

righteousness, puts His seal upon our heart and declares throughout the heavens, “My son 

was dead, and is alive again, he was lost and now is found.” (Luke 15:24)  

Can you in any way identify with the prodigal son today? Are you separated from God? 

Have you turned your back on Him?  Are you foolishly living in the “far country,” in 

rebellion against God and running from Him in pursuit of the world and all its evil ways?  

Are you destitute, longing and lonely, wanting more in life, but living in fear of His wrath 

and judgement? Are you desperately wanting reconciliation, but find yourself too 

hopeless and paralyzed to take action? Sinner you need not fear! The truth is that God, 

through Jesus Christ our RECONCILER, took the action for you. He loves you so much 

He wants nothing more than for you to be reconciled to Him, that is why He came.  The 

beauty and glory of the Gospel is that God, through His Son, Jesus Christ, has made a 

way for you to come home. In love for you, Jesus, left the glory of heaven to pay the 

price of your sin and rebellion, thus cancelling your sin debt once and for all.  He was 

made a curse for you in order that you and God may be brought together in perfect 

harmony.  

O sinner, will you come home today? No matter how far you have run, will you turn back 

now? Will you take God at His word and by faith courageously walk across the “tree over 

the ravine” that repairs the breach, bridges the gap, restores the broken relationship, saves 

you from death and brings you home to God? God is waiting to meet you and He will 

help you every step of the way. Please, don’t delay! His arms are open wide. Sinner, 

come home! 

“For while we were enemies 

we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, 

much more, now that we are reconciled, 

shall we be saved by His life. 

Rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation.” 

 (Romans 5:10-11) 
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THE DOCTRINE 

“THE LOST SONS” 
 

You will recognize that this week’s doctrinal piece is different from previous weekly 

studies, but for a special reason.  I wanted to bless each of you by sending a true story 

that providentially came across my path just a few weeks ago.  This is the story of 

Swedish missionaries, husband and wife, David and Svea Flood who in 1921 answered 

the calling of God to go into the heart of Africa with their two-year old son.  This is a 

story you will not soon forget.  I have thought of it time and again, and I weep each time I 

read it.  This is an astounding story of how God relentlessly pursues prodigals extending 

his incredible mercy and forgiveness – even if on a death bed.  No doubt about it, this is a 

treasure I will read and re-read when I need the assurance that God is a promise keeper - 

forever faithful and trustworthy.  

           

A Story of Eternal Perspective 
By Aggie Hurst February 18, 1986 

 

Back in 1921, a missionary 

couple named David and Svea 

Flood went with their two-year-

old son from Sweden to the 

heart of Africa-to what was then 

called the Belgian Congo. They 

met up with another young 

Scandinavian couple, the 

Ericksons, and the four of them 

sought God for direction. In 

those days of much tenderness 

and devotion and sacrifice, they 

felt led of the Lord to go out from 

the main mission station and 

take the gospel to a remote 

area. 

 

This was a huge step of faith. At 

the village of N'dolera they were 

rebuffed by the chief, who would 

not let them enter his town for 

fear of alienating the local gods. 

The two couples opted to go 

half a mile up the slope and 

build their own mud huts. 
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They prayed for a spiritual 

breakthrough, but there was 

none. The only contact with 

the villagers was a young boy, 

who was allowed to sell them 

chickens and eggs twice a 

week. Svea Flood-a tiny 

woman of only four feet, eight 

inches tall decided that if this 

was the only African she could 

talk to, she would try to lead 

the boy to Jesus. And in fact, 

she succeeded. 

 

But there were no other encouragements. Meanwhile, malaria continued to 

strike one member of the little band after another.. In time the Ericksons 

decided they had had enough suffering and left to return to the central 

mission station. David and Svea Flood remained near N'dolera to go on 

alone. 

 

Then, of all things, Svea found herself pregnant in the middle of the primitive 

wilderness. When the time came for her to give birth, the village chief 

softened enough to allow a midwife to help her. A little girl was born, whom 

they named Aina. 

 

The delivery, however, was exhausting, and Svea Flood was already weak 

from bouts of malaria. The birth process was a heavy blow to her stamina. 

She lasted only another seventeen days. 

 

Inside David Flood, something snapped in that moment. He dug a crude 

grave, buried his twenty-sevenyear-old wife, and then took his children 

back down the mountain to the mission station. Giving his newborn 

daughter to the Ericksons, he snarled, "I'm going back to Sweden. I've lost 

my wife, and I obviously can't take care of this baby. God has ruined my 

life." With that, he headed for the port, rejecting not only his calling, but 

God himself. 

 

Within eight months both the Ericksons were stricken with a mysterious 

malady and died within days of each other. The baby was then turned 

over to some American missionaries, who adjusted her Swedish name to 
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"Aggie" and eventually brought her back to the United States at age 

three. 

 

This family loved the little girl and was afraid that if they tried to return to 

Africa, some legal obstacle might separate her from them. So they decided to 

stay in their home country and switch from missionary work to pastoral 

ministry. And that is how Aggie grew up in South Dakota. As a young woman, 

she attended North Central Bible college in Minneapolis. There she met and 

married a young man named Dewey Hurst. 

 

Years passed. The Hursts enjoyed a fruitful ministry. Aggie gave birth first to a 

daughter, then a son. In time her husband became president of a Christian 

college in the Seattle area, and Aggie was intrigued to find so much 

Scandinavian heritage there. 

 

One day a Swedish religious magazine appeared in her mailbox. She had no 

idea who had sent it, and of course she couldn't read the words. But as she 

turned the pages, all of a sudden a photo stopped her cold. There in a 

primitive setting was a grave with a white cross-and on the cross were the 

words SVEA FLOOD. 

 

Aggie jumped in her car and went straight to a college faculty member who, 

she knew, could translate the article. "What does this say?" she demanded. 

 

The instructor summarized the story: It was about missionaries who had 

come to N'dolera long ago...the birth of a white baby...the death of the young 

mother...the one little African boy who had been led to Christ.. .and how, after 

the whites had all left, the boy had grown up and finally persuaded the chief 

to let him build a school in the village. The article said that gradually he won 

all his students to Christ...the children led their parents to Christ...even the 

chief had become a Christian. Today there were six hundred Christian 

believers in that one village... 

 

All because of the sacrifice of David and Svea Flood. 
 
For the Hursts'  twenty-fifth wedding anniversary, the college presented them 

with the gift of a vacation to Sweden. There Aggie sought to find her real 

father. An old man now, David Flood had remarried, fathered four more 

children, and generally dissipated his life with alcohol. He had recently 

suffered a stroke. Still bitter, he had one rule in his family: "Never mention the 

name of God-because God took everything from me." 
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After an emotional reunion with her half -brothers and half -sister, Aggie brought up the 

subject of seeing her father. The others hesitated. "You can talk to him," they replied, 

"even though he's very ill now. But you need to know that whenever he hears the name 

of God, he flies into a rage." 

 

Aggie was not to be deterred. She walked into the squalid apartment, with 

liquor bottles everywhere, and approached the seventy-three-year-ol d man 

lying in a rumpled bed. 

 

"Papa?" she said tentatively. 

 
He turned and began to cry. "Aina," he said, "I never meant to give you away." 

 
"It's all right Papa," she replied, taking him gently in her 

arms. "God took care of me." The man instantly stiffened. 

The tears stopped. 

"God forgot all of us. Our lives have been like this because of Him." He turned his face 
back to the wall. 
                                                                                                                

Aggie stroked his face and then continued, undaunted. 

 
"Papa, I've got a little story to tell you, and it's a true one. You didn't go to Africa in 

vain. Mama didn't die in vain. The little boy you won to the Lord grew up to win that 

whole village to Jesus Christ. The one seed you planted just kept growing and 

growing. Today there are six hundred African people serving the Lord because you 

were faithful to the call of God in your life... 

 

"Papa, Jesus loves you. He has never hated you." 

 
The old man turned back to look into his daughter's eyes. His body relaxed. He 

began to talk. And by the end of the afternoon, he had come back to the God he had 

resented for so many decades. • 

 

Over the next few days, father and daughter enjoyed warm moments together. Aggie 

and her husband soon had to return to America-and within a few weeks, David 

Flood had gone into eternity. 

 

A few years later, the Hurst’s were attending a high-level evangelism conference in 

London, England, where a report was given from the nation of Zaire (the former 

Belgian Congo). The superintendent of the national church, representing some 

110,000 baptized believers, spoke eloquently of the gospel's spread in his nation. 
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Aggie could not help.going to ask him afterwarrd if he had ever heard of David and 

Svea Flood. 

"Yes, madam," the man replied in French, his words then being translated into 

English. "It was Svea Flood who led me to Jesus Christ. Iwas the boy who brought 

food to your parents before you were born. In fact, to this day your mother's grave 

and her memory are honored by all of us." 

 

He embraced her in a long, sobbing hug. Then he continued, "You must come to 

Africa to see, because your mother is the most famous person in our history." 

 

In time that is exactly what Aggie Hurst and her husband did. They were welcomed by 

cheering throngs of villagers. She even met the man who had been hired by her 

father many years before to carry her back down the mountain in a hammock-cradle. 

 

The most dramatic moment, of course, was when the pastor escorted Aggie to see 

her mother's white cross for herself. She knelt in the soil to pray and give thanks. 

Later that day, in the church, the pastor read from John 12:24: "I tell you the truth, 

unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains  only a single seed. 

But if it dies, it produces many seeds." He then followed with Psalm 126:5: "Those 

who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy." 

 

(An excerpt from Aggie Hurst, Aggie: The Inspiring Story of A Girl Without A 

Country [Springfield, MO: Gospel Publishing House, 1986].) 
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Questions for Reflection 

 

Read: Luke 15:11-31 

1. As you reflect on this passage, what words, phrases or big ideas stand out to you 

regarding the young son? The older son? God? 

 

 

 

2. Thinking back on the Parables of the sheep and the lost coin (Matthew 15:1-10) 

along with this Parable of the lost son. What are four ways men and women 

become “lost” or separated from God? 

 

 

 

3. Read v.11-16. What was the attitude of the young son towards his life and the life 

of his father?  What does this tell you about the condition of his heart? 

 

 

 

4. When have you rushed ahead of God—unwilling to wait on His timing? What 

consequences resulted from your disobedience and what lesson(s) did you learn? 

How has God redeemed your rebellion? 

 

 

5. What are the dangers of an ungrateful heart? 

 

 

6. Read v. 17. What do you think Jesus meant by the phrase “when he came to 

himself?” What were the results of this self-realization? 

 

 

 

7. What was the father’s reaction when he first saw his prodigal son was coming 

home? What did the father ask the servants to do, and in what ways does His 

reaction surprise you? Or does it? Is this the way you would have expected the 

father to react? 
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8. Reflecting on the father’s response, what does this father’s reaction teach you 

about how we should respond to those outside the family of God? 

 

 

 

 

9. Read v. 25-32. What was the attitude of the elder son towards his brother’s life and 

towards the reaction of his father? What does this tell you about the condition of 

his heart? What was the father’s response to his elder son’s attitudes? 

 

 

 

10. Using your own words, try to explain the father’s response to the elder son’s anger 

and withdrawal? 

 

 

 

11. What is your attitude towards the sin of a family member or loved one? Is it one of 

resentment and judgment or love and compassion? Reflect on your own attitudes 

towards sin. How does this story make you think differently about your own heart 

attitudes? 

 

 

How does your attitude influence the lives of those around you? Does it draw them 

to God or stand in the way of them coming to Him? 

 

 

 

12. The father humbled himself to “go out of the house” to meet both of his sons, just 

as God humbled Himself to enter humanity and “go out” through His Son, Jesus. 

How do your words and actions show your willingness to engage the rebellious 

and the self-righteous and call them to repentance? 

 

 

 

13. What son in Jesus’ story do you most identify? The prodigal or the elder son? 

Why? 
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14. Will you humbly confess any rebellious spirit that may be residing in your heart – 

a rebellious spirit, and a prideful and/or judgmental attitude. Ask God for His 

mercy, forgiveness and grace, that He will restore you and renew your fellowship 

with Him? 

 

   

 

JESUS CHRIST YOUR RECONCILER? 

What impressed you this week as you reflected on Jesus Christ as your RECONCILER?  

With whom do you need to share this wonderful truth?  Will you be faithful to do so? 

 

 

 

SALVATION QUESTION 

What specific desires, fears, doubt or shame have held you back from trusting God and 

following Him? Instead of allowing your past mistakes and current fears to paralyze you, 

will you turn to God today, seek His forgiveness by repenting of your sins and choose to 

follow Him as your Lord and Savior?   

 

 

 
 


