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Lesson #4 - STAND 

 

STAND! 

Homework for Lesson 4 

 

STAND IN FAITH 

Scriptures: James 3:1-18; Numbers 13:1-16 & 21-23; Philippians 4:11; Isaiah 7: 9b 

 

 

Lesson Summary 

 

Isaiah 5: 20 declares a grave warning from God about our use of words:  

 

“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and 

light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!” 

 

A former chaplain of the Kansas State Senate, Fred Hollomon, is reported to have opened 

the Kansas Senate session with the following prayer:   

 

“Omniscient Father, help us to know who is telling the truth.  One side tells us 

one thing, and the other just the opposite.  And if neither side is telling the truth, 

we would like to know that, too.  And if each side is telling half the truth, give us 

the wisdom to put the right halves together.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  

 

Rarely do I have a conversation these days that does not include at least a measure of 

agreement that our world is upside down!!  Lies are running rampant in today’s culture, 

and there is no question that behind every lie STANDS the “Father of lies,” the author of 

each one!  As I have declared each week of this study – we are in a spiritual battle against 

the forces of darkness, and a large part of this war is being waged through the use of 

words!  Isaiah declares, “WOE TO THOSE who call evil good.”  The dictionary defines 

the word “Woe” as an exclamation of sorrow, suffering, misfortune, misery or great 

distress.  This verse is a declaration of God’s true “word” regarding the state of those 

who mislead others by using words and ideologies that are untrue, inaccurate, false, or in 

our day… what we call propaganda and fake news.  It is a sober warning from God to 

evaluate the power our words to persuade others.  God is urging us never to 

underestimate the power of words to change the course of a life – or a nation.   We are 

wise to pay attention to the vitally important application of this lesson.  

 

One of the most outstanding examples of a man who changed the course of a nation by 

his “calling evil good and good evil” was Adolph Hitler.  He learned the hard way that 

words – particularly propaganda - could serve his evil purposes even better than a 

political revolution could.  A study of his rise to power over the German people prior to 
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World War II is most instructive in this regard. In 1923 he tried to overthrow the 

Bavarian government by organizing a march through Munich, but it was aborted and 

ended in failure.  He was tried for treason, but given the opportunity to defend himself, 

and to his delight, his speeches and communication skills were widely read in German 

newspapers giving widespread exposure to his dangerous thoughts and distorted 

ideology.  His words were based upon lies, misguided propaganda, and pure evil.   

Increasingly he realized just how to tap into the anger of the German people by railing 

against the unfair treaty of Versailles and propagating a widespread and growing belief 

that the Jews were responsible for the loss of WW1.  Hitler knew that the masses could 

be led away from truth if only he could tell convincing lies.  At the end of his trial, he 

was sentenced to 10 months in the Landsberg prison for treason.  It was from a prison cell 

there that he wrote his most famous book Mein Kampf , in which he outlined a basic plan 

to implement his evil agenda that was soon to engulf the entire world . He had time to 

reflect and articulate the value of lies through propaganda, and he showed how, with a 

sharp use of disinformation, he could almost certainly accomplish what his Brown Shirts 

(a military wing of the Nazi party that grew into a million member organization by 1934 

with genocidal undertones) could not.   In  Mein Kampf  Hitler explained the techniques 

he used to win over a hostile crowd to his views.  He knew precisely how to tap into their 

anger, how to handle their objections before they even voiced them, and how to persuade 

them to see the reasons for his ideology.  He was a master at reading human nature and 

knowing how to manipulate the masses through his words to gain a zealous following.  

Just think of what he could have accomplished with today’s media platforms to gain 

followers.  He believed that books could never bring about a revolution, only the spoken 

word – shifted to the right tone of the desired outcome – and delivered by a person who 

could connect with his audience – only such a convergence could convert people to a 

radical agenda without them ever realizing it – including the cold blooded murder of 

millions of innocent people.  He said that when you want to tear down a world and build 

another in its place, you must first of all separate the supporters and the members.  The 

function of propaganda is to attract supporters, and change people’s minds so that they 

are now in agreement with the aims and philosophy of the members and the new 

movement.   

 

Hitler knew that lies disguised as truth were essential in preparing the people for 

something much more drastic – namely a revolution that would send them down a totally 

different path – a great reset (sound familiar?). “The most striking success of a 

revolution,” he wrote,  “will always have been achieved when the new philosophy of life 

as far as possible has been taught to all men and if necessary, later forced upon them.” 

What begins as information turns out to become the law of the land, and WOE to those 

who dare to call good evil and evil good.  Woe to those who dare to oppose the great 

reset!  “Hate”, he said, was “more lasting then dislike.”  If he portrayed the Germans as 
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victims and the Jews as the victimizers, hatred would fuel his agenda.  And indeed it did!  

In Hitler’s Germany people were to see and hear only what the government wanted them 

to see and hear.  Film productions and textbooks were censored (canceled), burned and 

outlawed.  Children’s picture books demeaned the Jews and emphasized the glories of the 

Aryan race.  And it worked! The masses were never to be told of the “end game” – where 

the leader actually intended to take the people. Everything destructive was clothed in 

familiar and friendly terms.  The mantra being…. “This new agenda is for your good and 

for the best of our nation’s citizens.” Freedom is slavery; ignorance is strength; evil is 

good; good is evil.   The withdrawal of individual freedoms was sold to the population as 

an advantage to better living.  Slavery to the state was presented as the gateway to 

freedom and prosperity.  The key that opened the way for all this was language – words 

corrupted and turned inside out and upside down to serve the state’s  sinister ends.  

 

When the Bible speaks of the final Antichrist whose rise to power is described for us in 

Revelation 13, our minds are immediately brought back to the turbulent days of genocide 

and death during WWII when Hitler – certainly a type of antichrist and precursor of the 

final one to come - almost destroyed the world through the power of lies.    

 

Our lesson this week takes a Bible passage that highlights the power of words to alter the 

course of an entire generation in the early days of God’s chosen nation Israel. The great 

difference between the historical example above of the misuse of words is that the 

biblical example we now study concerns the people of God – people of faith.  Having left 

Egypt and the slavery of 400 years, the Israelites are on the border of the Promised Land.  

Sadly, they have proven themselves to be a grumbling and complaining people who are 

more fearful than faithful.  God has prepared a major test to measure the level of their 

faith and obedience – a test of words.  They failed miserably!  After Moses sends 12 spies 

into the Promised Land, words of bad news were brought back to the people that upset, 

overwhelmed and caused a decision to be made that shaped the course of the next 

generation.  Words spoken on this occasion played a huge part in this devastating failure 

of God’s people.  There were giants living in the land and real battles that had to be 

fought, but God had given Israel this land, and refusing to take what God had given them 

was a great offense to God.  The decision made was a direct result of words spoken – 

words that altogether eliminated the presence and power of God to give Israel her 

promised victory over the giants along with her security in their new land.     

 

As you study the following passage, my prayer is that you will realize the power of 

YOUR WORDS – and other’s words that can influence you for better or for worse, 

causing you either to persevere and in faith move forward in God’s will or stop short of 

what He intends for your life.   My prayer is that God will give you a discerning spirit 

and the ability to recognize the danger of assessing things – especially a “bad report” -  
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apart from the presence, provision, and power of God to give you what He has promised 

you.  This lesson is a challenge to STAND IN FAITH –and believe the report we find in 

Scripture that God is who He says He is, and He can and will always without fail, do 

what He says He will do.  We can stand upon His promises for they are words that are 

always true.    

 

******** 

 

Questions for Meditation and Application 

 

Read:  James 3:2 – 12 

 

1. Summarize in your own words what James says about the tongue.  

 

  

 

a. List the metaphors James uses to describe the power of the tongue to 

bring life or death. 

 

 

    

 

b. Make a list of adjectives describing the tongue found in these verses.  

Which description challenges you most in your own personal life?  Why? 

 

   

 

 

Read: James 3:13 - 18 

 

c. What does James say is the result of wisdom lived out in one’s life? 

 

 

 

d. How is this important to you as you seek to live for Christ well? 

 

 

 

e. Many highly ambitious people seek wisdom.  How does James turn that 

on its head in verse 14?   
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f. How does James contrast earthly wisdom with heavenly wisdom in verses 

15 – 17? 

 

 

 

g. How can you be sure that the wisdom you seek to implement in a 

particular situation is from God and not from the world around you?  What 

are some of the times in your life when earthly wisdom failed and 

heavenly wisdom was needed? 

 

   

 

h. How have others been affected by your words and your lack of godly 

wisdom in certain decisions or assessments you have made that affected 

another’s course of action? 

 

 

 

Read:  Numbers 13:1 – 16 and 21 – 23 to provide an overview for this lesson.   

 

 

1. Do you think your family and friends would say you are a “Can do” or a “Can’t 

do” person?  

  

 

 

2. Recall a time in your life when you were fearful and lacked faith in the Lord to 

help you in difficult circumstances.  How can the words of a friend or family 

member decrease your faith to believe in God’s goodness in such times? 

 

 

  

 

3. Recall a time when you have gone along with the crowd, only to find you were 

heading away from God’s best. 
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4. Reflect upon the various ways God comforts, counsels, guides, provides, 

empowers and enables people to overcome and experience victory. 

 

 

 

   

 

5. When have you, like the Israelites, believed a bad report (lies) that prevented you 

from seeing/ experiencing God’s blessing in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

Read: Philippians 4:11 – 13; Isaiah 7: 9b 

 

1. Reflect upon times when you made a stand for the Lord that cost you something.  

How did God reward your faith? 

 

 

 

 

Read: Psalm 86:11 – 12 

 

1. Share a time when God helped you overcome incredible obstacles and challenges. 

 

 

  

 

2. How have the “Caleb, Can Do” believers you know influenced your life?   Share a 

testimony of such a Caleb in your life.   What have you learned from one with 

such faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

Close your study with prayer asking the Holy Spirit to help you be faith filled to the brim 

in your challenges. Give thanks for the Lord’s ministry of comfort, counsel, guidance, 

discernment, assurance, provision, and empowering in every challenge.  Commit to God 
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that you will STAND in faith for biblical truth, no matter what the cost may be and no 

matter how many bad reports abound.   

 

Pray Psalm 86:11 – 12 back to God now.  

 

MEMORIZE:   MICAH 6:8 

 

“And what does the Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to 

walk humbly with your God.” 

 

 

2 Chronicles 20: 17 

 

“You will not need to fight in this battle.  Position yourselves, STAND still and 

see the salvation of the Lord who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!”   Do not 

fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the Lord is with you.” 

 

Psalm 94: 16:  

 

“Who will rise up for me against the evildoers?  Who will STAND up for me 

against the workers of iniquity?  Unless the Lord had been my help, My soul 

would soon have settled in silence.” 

 

   

 

 

 

    

 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


