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Homework Lesson #3 – Stand Against Deception 

 

STAND! 

 

Homework for Lesson 3 

 

STAND AGAINST DECEPTION 

Scripture References:  Mark 4:1-20; Exodus 32; Hebrews 2:1-4; 

Hebrews 12:1-2; Jude 

 

Lesson Summary 

 

 As the return of Christ grows closer, the Bible prophesies the church of the end days will 

grow increasingly weak, looking more like the world than separate from it.  There will be 

a lack of sound biblical teaching, the love of many will grow cold, and the purpose of the 

church (to equip the saints and share the gospel) will be compromised leaving little fruit 

and impact upon the world. In his Olivet Discourse of Matthew 24 Jesus responded to his 

disciples’ question as to what signs would be in place at the end of the age by warning 

them (and you and me): 

   

“Take heed that no one deceives you.  For many will come in My name, saying, 

“I am the Christ” and will deceive many.”  (Matthew 24:3-5) 

  

John, the writer of Revelation, adds insight into the state of the church at Christ’s return 

in his final letter to the seven churches of Revelation 3, the church of Laodicea.  He 

describes a tragic condition of spiritual luke - warmness that grieves the heart of God.   

 

“I know your works that you are neither cold nor hot.  I could wish you were cold 

or hot.  So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit 

you out of My mouth.”  (Revelation 3:15-16)   

 

I believe the days of Laodicea have arrived!  Many are being deceived and professing 

Christians are falling away and forsaking the truth of the gospel – the truth that has been 

“once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). When Paul wrote to the Colossians and to 

Philemon, he sent greetings from a coworker named Demas, who had served faithfully at 

his side (Colossians 2:14; Philemon 1:24).  However, in Paul’s final letter, he mentions 

Demas to young Timothy saying,  

 

“Demas has forsaken me (fallen away), having loved this present world” (2 

Timothy 4:10). 
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This same “falling away” is accelerating in our times as the end days are upon us and 

prophetic signs are falling into place like the placement of the last pieces of a gigantic 

jigsaw puzzle finally revealing the exact picture reflected on the box top.  Jude, brother of 

Jesus and leader of the first century church, states clearly his purpose for writing the 

church of his day:   

 

“Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common 

salvation, I found it necessary (instead) to write to you exhorting you to contend 

earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.  For 

certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this 

condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and 

deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 3 - 4) 

 

In only twenty –five verses, Jude reminds us that even some of the angels themselves fell 

away from allegiance to God and were cast out of their heavenly abode. Rebellion against 

God has always been with us!  What we are facing today has been around since the 

beginning of time – prevalent in the first century, the generations following and certainly 

present now.  Yet the trend today toward apostasy seems to be accelerating rapidly (just 

as Jesus said it would) as we anticipate the sure and certain return of Christ.  Recent 

headlines and statistics are not encouraging but verify this downward spiral.  In the early 

1980s over 70% of Americans were church members, while the number today is only 

around 47%.  The church continues to weaken in influence and impact upon the world of 

today.  Instead of the church being salt and light permeating the culture around her, sadly 

she looks increasingly no different from the world.   

 

Spiritual apostasy occurs when a person who once claimed to be a believer departs from 

what he formerly professed to believe.  An apostate is not someone who was saved and 

then lost his or her salvation. An apostate is someone who claimed to be a believer, never 

was, and then abandoned their empty profession. Countless souls are damaged and 

spiritually destroyed by the influence of those who abandon “the faith handed down to 

the saints.”  The final verse of the book of Judges offers a perfect summation of a 

collective falling away as God’s people living in a land of paganism, darkness, and 

idolatry gave in to the temptation to reject the living God and embrace the strange gods 

surrounding them.  Thus, they “fell away” from the one true God.  The writer of Judges 

states repetitively:  “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was 

right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).  True apostasy therefore, means rejecting Jesus, 

the Savior and King, and choosing instead whatever “seems right” in our own eyes.  God 

created us with the need to worship something, and when a vacuum exists in the human 

heart, it will be filled either with God or with any of a vast number of lesser gods.  

Falling away happens gradually by degrees, but over time, the individual finds himself 
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drifting further from Christ and the things of God until that empty profession no longer 

retains any meaning or life at all.  Once again Jesus warned of this when he spoke to his 

disciples regarding the end times: “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of 

many will GROW COLD.” (Matthew 24:12)    

 

Apostasy will continue to increase until the day of God’s final judgment.  Our lesson this 

week focuses on understanding the magnitude of this growing deception that leads to the 

great falling away operating even now in churches across the world. The challenge of 

what we learn from this lesson will help us evaluate the reasons we are seeing this 

increasing trend and equip us as to how we can recognize it and make a choice to 

STAND against it through discernment, wisdom, and the strength of God. We will 

examine what Jesus taught through the parable of the four soils, look at an Old Testament 

story from Exodus 32 that showcases a tragic falling away of God’s people in the days of 

Moses, and finish with highlights from the book of Jude to help us contend for the faith 

that has been handed down through the centuries by the saints of the living God.   

 

The introduction of Jesus parabolic teaching represented a significant transition in his 

short three and a half year earthly ministry.  He explained this shift by saying to the 

twelve:   

 

“To YOU has been given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for THOSE 

OUTSIDE, everything is in parables; so that they may indeed see but not perceive 

and may indeed hear but not understand; lest they should turn again and be 

forgiven.” (Mark 4:1-20; Matthew 13:11-16) 

 

In this parable Jesus declared that there are essentially two kinds of hearers – those whose 

hearts are open to truth and growth and those who are closed to it and will eventually 

wither and die (fall away).  He was clear about which category the 12 were part of when 

he said;  

 

“To you (my disciples) has been given the secret of the kingdom of God.”  

 

The mysteries of the kingdom are therefore revealed to those who have ears to hear but 

concealed from those who refuse to hear. Jesus then taught the enlightening story of a 

farmer who planted seed in a field, and the seed fell upon 4 types of soil.  This parable, I 

believe gives us some context in understanding those who eventually fall away after 

hearing the word of God.   Our study this week will help us look at our own heart to see 

what kind of growth the seed of the word of God is producing in us.  It is a study of the 

condition of the heart:  How fertile is the soil of your heart?  Interestingly, of the four 

soils Jesus describes, only one represented fertile (good) soil.  The remaining three fall 
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into 3 categories:  1) The seed is snatched by Satan; 2) The seed withers from no root 

system; 3) The seed is choked by weeds and thorns.  This parable is a study not only of 

the condition of the heart but also of the condition of the ears:  How well are you 

hearing the word of God?  The evidence of good hearing is fruit bearing - growing 

“greener” with more productivity. On the other hand, a lack of hearing is evidenced 

through withering and dying. The test of genuine salvation is FRUIT.  There can be no 

spiritual fruit produced in the life of one who has fallen away from the only One 

whose power can produce it!  Seeds cannot grow in hardened hearts. The soil of the 

heart must be fertile.  Therefore, according to Jesus’ parable most fall away because the 

soil of their heart is not fertile enough to sustain spiritual growth, health and fruit.   

 

The glory and wonder of the Scriptures is that they are orchestrated and inspired by a 

sovereign God in such an amazing way that it takes both the Word and the Spirit to 

understand.  You can read the word, and if you are not ready to hear what is said and not 

open to doing what the words say to do, those words will not say a thing to you.  But if 

you are open and teachable, you will learn something from them – you will grow and you 

will deepen in your faith.  The next time you come back and read the same words, you 

learn something more – something deeper.  The word of God never ceases to refresh your 

spirit, instruct your mind, and open and expand your capacity to receive more and more 

from God. That is the way God grows us in His truth – it is inexhaustible for there is 

always something new! 

 

This is true also of His revelation to us about ourselves. One of the things about Scripture 

is that it shows you who you are and who you have been all along. We must however, 

have eyes to see, ears to hear and a heart that is fertile and teachable.  God is gracious to 

us that way.  As theologian Ray Stedman used to say: 

 

“He does not just rip the veil off, and suddenly you see the whole ghastly thing! If He 

did, we would be wiped out.  But no, God lifts the veil for us to see ourselves little by 

little. You shake and tremble and say, ‘Is that the way I’ve been – the way I am?’  You 

are shocked at the way you have been treating people - your attitudes, your actions - and 

you think, ‘Thank God that’s exposed and over!’  Thus, the next week He lifts the veil a 

little higher, and you shake and tremble and go through it again and say – ‘At last we’ve 

gotten to the bottom of all this!  Then God lifts the veil even higher and you see even 

more, and you are wiped out again.  But you handle it, little by little – one revelation at a 

time.’ And in the revelation you see afresh the grace and power of God to cleanse you, to 

mature you and to make you more like Christ.  Along with the revelation of yourself, God 

also reveals Himself and His amazing adequacy to handle your inadequacies. Is it not 

amazing that God understands us this way and opens the truth of who we are to us in such 

a gentle and merciful way, and we are able to bear it?”’   
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God is forever doing heart surgery on us!  If only we will allow him!  This lesson is about 

such an examination – to check the state of our heart and our hearing and to know if we 

are remaining close to our Father or drifting away from His merciful but demanding way 

of dealing with us!  God forbid that our drifting away would lead to a “Demas – like” 

falling away.  May God grant us eyes to see, ears to hear, and a heart that remains open to 

His correction.  May we pray for a hunger and thirst for righteousness and a passion to 

know Him more and more deeply.        

 

PRAY as you begin to dig into the scriptures for this week’s study:   

 

Open my eyes, Father, that I may see glimpses of truth you have for me.  Help me 

to understand what I read and to search out what I do not understand.  Give me 

discernment to see my heart and how certain weaknesses or challenges might be 

tempting me to drift from you, give up, or give in, and refuse to STAND for you 

against all that is false and deceptive.  I ask you to use the remainder of my life on 

earth to be a soldier of Your truth for Your Kingdom purposes.  In Jesus’ name.  

Amen  

 

 

READ:  Mark 4:1 – 20 

 

1. Think about the four heart conditions described in Jesus’ parable.  How is it 

possible that these hearers might fall away?  Describe Jesus’ description of the 4 

soils and identify factors that prevent the first three from producing fruit? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why is it vital to be able to identify the false from the true?  What do you need to 

do to better equip yourself to STAND against the present day cultural trend of 

falling away into deception and compromise?  
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READ:  Hebrews 2:1 – 4 

 

1. Pay careful attention to the references of “falling away” the writer of Hebrews 

mentions in these verses.   

 

a. What does the author of Hebrews say will keep us from “drifting 

away?” (v.1) 

 

 

 

b. How does this portion of Scripture remind you of what is ahead for 

those who “neglect so great a salvation?” (v.2-3) 

 

 

 

c. How can you be careful to avoid falling away from your faith based on 

this passage? 

 

 

2. Identify at least one weakness of yours that might tempt you to fall away from 

your faith? 

 

 

 

READ: John 6:66 – 71 

 

1. Briefly scan John 6 and try to determine what caused so many of Jesus’ followers 

to fall away? 

 

 

 

2. What do you think of Peter’s logic (v.68-69)?   

 

 

 

READ: Exodus 32 

 

1. How was God testing Israel in this golden calf incident? (See James 1:12-15) 
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2. How was Satan tempting Israel in this golden calf incident? 

 

 

 

  

3. How does this passage help you to see your own struggles of faith more clearly? 

 

   

 

 

4. Pay particular attention to the mercy of God in this passage.  His anger burned 

against the people, but Moses interceded on behalf of the people and God relented 

from his anger.  What do you learn from this account about the character of God?  

What do you learn about the power of prayer? 

 

 

 

 

5. Why is intercessory prayer for others so important in situations where faith is 

weak and challenged? 

 

 

 

 

6. For whom do you need to pray that may be tempted to fall away?     

 

 

 

 

READ: Hebrews 12: 1 – 2 

 

1. What does the author of Hebrews mean by “so great a cloud of witnesses?” 

 

 

 

2. How does this “cloud of witnesses” apply to us today? 
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3. How can you “run with endurance the race set before us” in your journey with the 

Lord this week?  Give some specifics that give evidence of your endurance to run 

and finish your race. 

 

 

   

 

 

4. How does the author of Hebrews encourage his readers to gain the strength to run 

with this kind of endurance (verse 2)? 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray with Jude:  

 

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling (falling away), and to 

present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. To God 

our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power both 

now and forever.  Amen.”  

 

MEMORIZE MICAH 6: 8       

“And what does the Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to 

walk humbly with your God.”  

 

Proverbs 22:29   

“Do you see a man who excels in his work?  He will STAND before kings.” 

 

2 Chronicles 20:17 

“You will not need to fight in this battle.  Position yourselves, STAND still and 

see the salvation of the Lord who is with you. Do not fear or be dismayed, for 

tomorrow go out against then, for the Lord is with you.” 

 

   

  

  

   


